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Dear 5th Grade Families,  
It is hard to believe the year is halfway over! It 
has been flying by so quickly! We have had a 
very eventful and productive first half of the 
school-year.  
  
  
Language Arts  
Already this year we have done quite a bit of 
work in ELA. We started the marking period  
reading The Watsons Go To Birmingham 
which led us into a research paper on the Civil 
Rights Movement of the 1950’s and 60’s.  
Much was learned by both students and 
teachers alike.  We have also finished The Flu 
of 1918 , which reminded us all to get our flu 
shots.  Currently we are learning about the 
Wright Brothers.   
  
In reading, we have read and analyzed a 
combination of fiction and nonfiction texts.  We 
read about oceans and the sun and we are 
currently wrapping up a complex mystery 
called The Westing Game.   
  
  Math  
In math, we have been having fun with 
fractions during the second marking period.  
We have learned to add and subtract fractions 
and we have started multiplying and soon 
dividing fractions. Please make sure your 
children continue to use DreamBox, Zearn, 
and Khan Academy to help them become 
increasingly comfortable with these skills.  
  

  Science  
We are currently studying Astronomy where we 
are learning about how the earth moves.  We 
have learned about the amount out of daylight 
at different times during the year.  Astronomy 
continues to be out of this world.   
  
Social Studies  
In social studies we have been spending most 
of our time preparing for our trip to JA Biztown.  
The students learned that being adults is hard 
work and they would be better off remaining 
children for a few more years. They also 
learned how to become an effective member 
of a team in a work environment and how to 
manage their money.   
  
  
Class Incentives  
We are continuing to have fun with our 5th 
Grade Incentives.  We have had a pool party 
which was super fun and we are planning a 
Staff vs. Student Basketball game.  Go Staff! 
  
  Response to Intervention 
Most students are able to learn and grow in a 
whole group educational setting. However, there 
are students who need some extra support in key 
subject areas. This is where our Response to 
Intervention program that your students know as DI 
for Differentiated Instruction. This block for both 
math and reading offers students an opportunity to 
obtain small group instruction at an instructional 
level they are ready for. In addition, students who 
are ready for more advanced work are given 
opportunities for extensions. If you have questions 
about RTI program, please reach out to your child’s 
teacher or Mrs. Chambless, team leader of Special 
Education services.  



   

 


